[Dental treatment and socioeconomic status in the period of 1981-1995].
Between 1981 and 1995 the number of people in the Netherlands with a complete set of dentures fell by an average of 0.8 per cent per year. This means that the number of Dutch inhabitants with complete dentures dropped from 3.5 million in 1981 to 2.5 million in 1995. In general, relatively more people with a lower than with a higher socio-economic status have complete dentures. These socio-economic differences did not change in the period 1981-1995. In the same period, the number of consultations at which the dentist provided preventive treatment increased by 1 per cent per year. The results do not show any important differences in preventive aid between socio-economic groups. Changes in the reimbursement system for dental treatment, introduced on 1 January 1995, have led to a decrease of the number of dental consultations by people on a low income with non-private health insurance.